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Moving Experiences. -Thought* 

SucgenUMi by the Aasertlng 

Of Old Papers. 

Tb* wriUr'o experience in 
moving hii family and effects, 
from Way in- county to A ah laud, 
have auggented thin editorial. 
Believing that tie can make the 
subject of interest to the general 
render he ventures to write on 
whit might be considered a 
merely personal matter. 

But few faoiilie* can live 
.through * lifetime without hav- 
ing a "moving," and none but 
those *ho have a trial ot il can 
(ally realise the amount ot anxi- 
ety, labor and loss that is incur- 
red in going through the ordeal. 
Outside of these are the sacrific- 
es of parting with neighbors, 
and property which have endear- 
ed themselves to nathro'igblot.g 
associations. One of the troub- 
lea of moving ia the assorting of 
• certain class of accu in illations, 
which cao be beet described as 
"thing* which are precious to 
ham and jet scarcely worth car- 
rying along." Among lues* are 
piles of magazines, newspapers, 
and periodicals ; and letters of 
love, friendship and business, 

It was remarked after the 
Chicago tire, that oue of the 
blessings of that disastrous event 
wit the relief afforded to thee 
who bad been cumbered with 
large accumulations of this class 
by their accidental burning. 
This remark, however true in 
relation to a certain claae of 
things that constitute the gener- 
al pile of accumulations, does not 
apply to all. There are some 
things in the collection that are 
of more value than oau be told 
by dollars and cents. They re- 
count to ns by -gone days and 
events, and refreah our memo- 
ries concerning tbem in a very 
pleasing manner, although some 
of these are sad within them- 
selves. For instance it la pleasing 
to unfold the letter written by 
a dear friend of your youth, re- 
calling to your mind incidents 
almost forgotten, but sad to re- 
flect that the friend that dictated 
those words baa now departed 
from the scenes ot earth and is 
enrolled among the inhabitants 
of the silent city. To read a 
letter written by a friend who ia 
dead awakens sad thoughts, in- 
deed. Reader, soma of our 
friends will read our productions 
after we are dead, let ua write 
accordingly. Among the mat- 
ter in the writer's pile of accu- 
mulations, that would be of inter- 
est to many readers of the Svav- 
tiun, are many letters written 
by men prominent in the one* 
united Dunkard Church. Sons 
of these wars aba writer to break 
through the seal of privacy, and 
publish thsm, would oauae some- 
whet of a sensation, Wt wan- 
>of those who 


are now giving a quaasi support 
to Annual Meeting rule, would 
be willing to recognise their 
own hand writing, if their letters 
were handed to them. They 
certainly would rather not rec 
ognize the sentiments expressud, 
as it would be impossible to liar 
mouise them with their sulwe 
qunnt actions. We notice among 
aome threats of rebellion against 
A. M. power years ago, wb*n 
that power was just beginning 
to assert itself, who in later 
years when it became rauh 
more formidable, "em braced" the 
•■iiiuintar ot frightful mien" 
even at the sacrifice ot con- 
science, principle and friends. 

Then, too, the files of the 
church papers, from the first 
weekly conceived by brother 
Holsinger, down to the present 
time, making interesting read- 
ing and affords food tor reflec- 
tion. The writer's collection 
dates no farther back than Vol. 
Si, of the Christian Family Com- 
panion, which had not gained 
great proportions yet at that 
time. It was a "little one" but 
no doubt large enough to supply 
the demands of the church and 
all that the church at that time 
would support. Among the 
writer's to ita columns wore Asa 
Ward and Leonard Furry, and 
others now dead. The editor 
was evidently too busy com pi 
ing correspondence, setting type. 
and apologizing lor the progress- 
ive sentiments ot his contrib- 
utors, to write much editorial 
matter, compared with what 
the same paper contained at a 
later day. It certainly is to be 
regretted that the Christian Fam- 
ily Companion was ever changed 
in name, or principle!, troin the 
time it was hret started. If Bro. 
Holaifiger would not have sold his 
paper, either the church itaelt 
would have become progressive 
in principle, or the division 
would have come much sooner, 
and in a better shape. The div- 
ision between the Old Order and 
the Progressive was natural, and 
perhaps inevitable. The third 
division of so-called Conserv- 
atism was dictated by policy 
alone, and was altogether un- 
called for. This is the only con 
elusion that can be deduced in 
studying the history of the 
church from the files of these 
old papers. 

The foundation tor the Con- 
servative church was laid when 
a young aspirant stole into the 
office of the Christian Family 
Companion, and feloniously pur- 
loined the subscription list, ren- 
reeentiug years of honest la- 
bor, and upon that foundation 
started a policy journal whieh 
could blow hot, or cold or not 
blow at all, as self- interest dictat- 
ed. And while other journals 
more conscientious, and true to 
principle, fought the battles ot 
progress! veo ess on the one hand, 
and antt progress! veness on the 
other, this policy journal by 
stupendous silence, gathered 
to its standard those who were 
averse to controversy, and fear- 
ed the eoniequences of division, 
and who now represent the 
greatest conglomeration of in- 
consistencies and contradictions 
that the world aver saw, Fel- 
lowshipping and diafaUowshi pi- 
ping. Christianising and heathen- 
isiag, blessing and anathematiz- 
ing for the same and similar 
csfeneea. Professing no n resist 
aooe and aversion to litigation, 
yet forcibly barring ehursh 
doors and suaiag at law those 
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whom they have unjustly expell- 
ed. This end story is plainly 
written in theae ohl papers and 
will be handed down to future 
generation*. 


The Lent Seawon. 

The adherents of the K >m*n, 
Greek, and some other commun- 
ions are now in the midst of the 
Quadragesimal f-iat, which in 
one period of the church, waa 
observed with great severity. It 
ia yet so observed by commun- 
ions in Europe and the Orient ; 
but in this country the irrepress- 
ible nature of the people ia 
against any variety of strictness 
that interferes with the eating 
habits of the people. It is, of 
course, observed by the Catho- 
lics in a form, and meat la aban- 
doned partially, and that ia about 
all. 

Some ecclesiastical writers 
claim tor the custom Apostolic 
origin, and that it has come down 
trom that period ot the Church 'a 
history. But the claim is faulty, 
because there is no scriptural 
authority or divine command for 
a taat of forty days, or even forty 
hours. 

There is little doubt that the 
forty hour fast— the two daya 
that Cbriat waa in the tomb — was 
kept very early in the existence 
of the Church ; and upon that 
custom the forty day fast was es- 
tablished, and as the pure Chris- 
tian doctrine waa covered up and 
mingled with the heathen- and 
idolatrous ceremonies and ob- 
servances, the greater grew the 
importance attached to it. 

Fasting is a good cuetom, con- 
sidered aa a health measure, and 
many persons might derive some 
benefit from maintaining a tast- 
ing practice ; and if they are 
unable to doit without attaching 
some religious importance there- 
with, there would, probably, be 
uo harm in doing to, as long aa 
it is held as a private lancy. 

The practice first began, it is 
almost certain, as a private fan- 
cy, and was regarded with indif- 
ference where members of the 
same church did, and did not 
observe it, living in peace with 
oue another and imputing to one 
another the best of motives. But 
in time some ecclesiastical rulers 
ventured to enforce their fancies 
and demand that the people over 
whom they ruled, should prac 
tice aa they did ; and in about 
two centuries remarkable quar 
rela arose about the fasting ques- 
tion. Borne wanted it to begin 
a' one time, and una at another, 
and others wanted it to cease at 
a certain hour, against which ob- 
jections and arguments were of 
fered. Finally, when the eccle- 
siastical power became supreme, 
as a human institution, the forty 
days fast waa planted aa a per- 
manent observance and obedience 
thereto was enforced. 

Fasting as private exercise is 
worthy ot encouragement ; but 
as a church obeerva ice, there ia 
no scriptural authority that de- 
mands it. 


took over the heads of th# as- 
sembled multitude to gratify his 

curiosity. 

The man waa a tax-gatherer 
and the person whom he wiahed 
to aee waa Jesus Christ, the only 
begotten son of God. The tax- 
gatherer waa euccesalui in his 
endeavors, and he saw the noted 
Gallileen ; and, moreover, the 
Oallilean also saw him and apoke 
to him, and delivered a wonderful 
message — "This day ia salvation 
come to thy house." Zacchens 
aaw the Savior aa he desired, and 
the Savior saw him and blesaed 
him, and that day became his 
guest at his home. 

Jesua will see any oue who 
will climb up to see him ; and he 
will beiome the life-long friend 
of any oue who will make the 
effort. But there are many per- 
sona who cannot aee Jesua. Tbey 
have mountains of aome kind in 
their way, and they wilt not 
climb op aa the little man of 
Paleatine did. Th* press of busi- 
ness, of making money, of the 
fashions, of intemperance or of 
deaperate wickedness is so great 
that they cannot aee Jesus, the 
son of the living God, and they 
will make no effort to climb up 
high enough that they might 
have an unobstructed view of 
the great and notable man who 
died tor the aina of the human 
family. 

Jesus will be a guest at the 
home of any one who will climb 
up ; and be wilt do it without 
even an invitation, and will bring 
with him unspeakable riches and 
joy that will endure through the 
storms of ages and the crash of 
worlds ; and he will never for 
sake nor forget. 

Who will climb up .to a* 
Jeana T 
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' Seeing Jeeu. 

Great men beget curiosity, and 
half of the world will tarn out of 
its way to see a noted person. 
This disposition has always been 
in man, and it always shall be. 

A great many years ago a man 
climbed into a ayoamori* tree to 
aee a famous person pass. Ua 
did this because the press was so 
graat that ha could not gat close 
enough to see him, as ha was 
small of statu re, and eould not 


The Scripture*, as a Reader. 

Conaidered apart trom their 
divine message, the scriptures 
form the most useful book that 
there is. As a literary produc- 
tion, it is u tieq ualed tn any feat- 
ure i t may be tested with other 
books. Every phase of human 
character ia displayed in ita pages 
and in a atyle more life-like than 
any other , writing presents. 
There ia in it, history, biography, 
poetry, law, ethics, geography, 
etc., in simple and sublime Ian 
guage, with such diversity ot 
atyle that it cannot fail to meet 
every demand aa a reader in com- 
mon schools. But sad to eay, in 
this Protestant country there are 
several States where the Bible 
is excluded from the public 
achools. 

The German language was 
erected upon Luther's Bible and 
- 1 owes more to it than to all other 
aids that bave made it what it 
ia ; and the English language 
haa a foundation no leaa illus- 
trious. Wiclit's Bible is that 
foundation, and upon it the vari- 
oua dialects were unified. That 
book was read and talked about 
by the masses, and ita phraseol- 
ogy became the prevailing dia- 
lect of the land. 

The Watdensiau people made 
it their great book of literature 
as well aa their bosom associate 
and precious treasure. By it 
they stood, talked, lived and 
died. 

In thia connection, late newa 
from Greece ia pertinent. In the 
public schools of that common- 
wealth, the four gospels of th* 
New Testamsnt ia need as a 
by the children of the 
advaaaed classes, and the 
result ia ac *naoara#teg that the 


new Minister ot Education pro- 
poaea to extend their ua* in the 
higher schools. Well, why should 
be cot T The literature of the 

New Testament ia admirably 
adapted to literary drill, and the 
thought leada to the contempla- 
tion of higher manhood and the 
practice ot the virtue* and right- 
eousness which alone are able to 
afford substantial happiness in 
thia life and in eternity. 

Will He Bel 

A brother over in Pennsylvan- 
ia, in a late communication fa- 
cetiously remarked that he 
thought of preparing some one- 
page articles for the Eyanoilist, 
aa brother Martin haa done. We 
hope be will ; we need sever- 
al auch writers. Two long arti- 
cles are all that we can use in 
one issue, and we have special 
writers who will supply some of 
them and aa the want* of oar 
readers demand short and well- 
written articles, such are always 
in demand. 

To write a long article and 
make it interesting requires 
careful study, and a good deal 
of time, and thia our correspond 
ente cannot afford unless they 
receive a money ^ compensation 
tor their productions. But the 
very ordinary man has aome 
excellent thought at times, and 
a few momenta spent in putting 
il on a sheet of paper will not 
interfere with other arrange 
menta. A few good thoughts 
spread over aix or eight pages of 
fool«-cap paper makea an intel- 
lectual morsel, toe thin for thia 
progressive era. 

Bro. Martin's stock of one-, 
page article* will be exhausted 
next week ; will he and other* 
replenish the drawer '( 

The Irish dynamiters are now 
at work blowing up church 
houses in their native country. 


An exchange aay* tbat Gener- 
al Grant baa quit amoking. 
Well, he ia old, but it is better 
to reform late In life than never. 
Let the young men follow hie 
last example instead of hi* first 


Thia ia the way it ia likely to 
be : "11 ro. J. P. Kinzie, of Ap- 
panoose, Kan., agrees with 
brother Feaaler in regard to the 
plan of holding A, M. He thinks 
it ought to be made self-sustain 
ing. lie suggests that raising the 
price of ticket* for brethren to 
$1.50, and tor sisters to $1.00 will 
bring about the remit. No 
doubt thia matter will be conaid- 
ered by our next A. M. — Messen- 
ger. Is it to be a show I 


North Libibtt, Ohio, March 
7th, 1886.— Editor* ot the Evan- 
(iuias-r: Will you pleaae allow 
me space in your apicy paper to 
thank the good people ot thia 
congregation tor a copy of the 
Evanoblibt which has been for- 
warded to me, hearing evidence 
ot having been paid up to Feb. 
17. 1880. In the absence of ex-* 
planation I shall gratefully ac- 
cept it, as an appreciation of 
services, which I regard aa a 
duty and a pleasure. The pa- 
per shall reeieve a hearty wel- 
come in our home, and this to- 
ken of respect and gratitude 
■ball not be forgotten. 

With ray beat wiahea for the 
Evanoiliht, th* College and 
the Cause in general , and also a 
repetition ofrayaincer* thank* 
to the donors above named, t 
remain yoor* fraternally, 

Isaac Hoar; 


